.. GLASSIFICATION | 25X1A2
- Sanitized - ApENRURSI AL HATRE LENR DPE2-IRAGR A2
INFORMUBSERIGRTIALRT cono.

COUNTRY Germany (Russien Zone) W DATE DISTR. 28 APR 1949

SUBJECT Serious Shortage of Reilroad Wheel Flenges NO.OFPAGES 2 ,5y1 A2g

gl
PLACE  25X1A6a W NO. OF ENCLS.

ACQUIRED (LISTED BELOW)
DATE OF IN SUPPLEMENT TO
REPORT NO.

25X1X6

1. The shortege of flanges for locomotives of Bastorn Zone reilrceds hes
becore so desperate that the SMA consented to return a diementled roll-
ing nill vhich has been producing railroad flanges, The mill was dismantled
in 1946 and shipped to Ruseia, where, apparently, it wes pever ascembled
or put into opsration, The rolling mill is to be assembled on the premises
of one of the former plants of the Mitteldeutsche Stdilwerke in Grditz near
Riooa and is scheduled to be ready for operation by ey 1949.

2. The admigeible minirmn thickness of railway whesl flanges 1g considered to
be 25 mn,, althousgh an spreecnent betwoen the Centrael European railumy
administrations prescribed that no wheel flangee under 35 rm. thickness be
uged, DBefore the war, wheel flanges of tho Getmen reilroeds hed & thickness
of 50 mm. A

3. InlMay 1948, in view of the acute shortage of flangee, the Central Procure-
mant Office of the reilway authorized the uee of uheel flanges of 25 rm.
thickness for slow-moving froight trains,

4s A létter 6f the Cerman Econormic Commiscion, Central Administration for
Transportation, dated 9 February 1949, and addressed to all railroad ropair
shops, requests that only flanges under 25 mm. thickness be used for Preight
cars without air brakes, beccuso of the difficuliy of replacing worn-out
flanges, The ropeir shops wore further instruetsd to observe in future the
following flanre moasurementes

Thickness of Flenges
On leaving Operational

Iepair shope nipimm
a, for ight train

cars without air brakes 20 - 22 mm, 18 mm,
cars with air brakes 22 = 25 mn, 20 rm,
cars with air brakee, axlew
loed eapacity 18 - 20 tons 25 = 30 m, 22 mm,
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b. for passensor carg &
S«Bahn earg : 25 - 30 mn. 22 ma,

The repair shops, howevar, wero cautioned that the safe operation of trains

mizht be endangered through ths use of worn-cut flanges ond they wero ine
structed to report i-mediately any sipne of dangerous deterioration.
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